[The infectiousness of 18- to 20-kd proteins isolated from the brain of people who have died from amyotrophic leukospongiosis].
Specific globular structures, 10-12 nm in diameter, having a high resistance to various physicochemical factors and infectivity have been isolated for the first time from the brain of 2 patients, who died of amyotrophic leukospongiosis (AL). It has been shown that these globules contain infectious major protease-resistant protein with a molecular weight of about 18-20 kD. The findings indicate the unique nature of a disease and they open new aspects of AL etiopathogenesis.